has intervened between the first (1957) and second editions of this book: the consequent changes are, however, confined to matters of detail rather than outlook, since the work of the authors from the late Fountain Hospital determined in no small part the changes for mental deficiency enshrined in the Act. The whole field of mental deficiency is covered, including the pathological aspects (Crome), the increasing number of metabolic syndromes, and the problems of the adolescent and adult defective. The social aspects are considered by contributors who have themselves made great advances in the field, for example, education and training (Norris), employment (O'Connor), and psychological aspects (Tizard). Equal attention is paid to theoretical contributions, and to practical advice ('It is never justifiable to hurry when feeding a patient who has difficulty in swallowing'). This wide approach that has revolutionized the care of mental defectives is now described and documented in this excellent book, and the philosophy and practice of the authors again made avail- It contains a brief description of the structure and function of the central nervous system, an excellent review of learning theory, and interesting data on motivation: the chapters on intelligence and emotion are less comprehensive. The range of discussion is wide, including an account of the refractory period of the neurone on the one hand and comments on altruism in the chimpanzee and in man on the other. Hebb does not omit data (e.g., the fading phenomenon observed with solid figures) which cannot be explained by his own ingenious cell-assembly hypothesis, and, by his meticulous exposition of this and other topics, trains the reader in the use of the experimental method.
The student is explicitly helped to assimilate the main points in each chapter by a brief review and a few carefully-chosen references. The deceptive simplicity of the prose stems from the clarity of the thinking. The book, therefore, is an invaluable guide not only for students of psychology but also for medical practitioners and for specialists in related fields. It clears away many of the vague, philosophical generalisations that have for so long obscured the subject and gives it at once a more limited and a more exacting definition within the framework of the sciences. Thirty laboratory experiments in psychology, using students, rats, and children as subjects, requiring the minimum of equipment, and illustrating problems of learning, motivation, perception, personality, and maturation, are set out with full instructions and comments. Most laboratory courses have evolved over the years, and reflect the preferences and established habits of the organizer: those who have to introduce such a course should examine this book closely, for it is excellent in providing interest, instruction, and theoretical background. 
